
ESSER 
FUNDING

2023

CAREER-CONNECTED MATH
ALIGNS WITH ESSER FUNDING
PRIORITIES 



NS4ed LLC

What is  
ESSER?
The Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) Fund is part of the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, established 
to provide relief to K-12 schools during the COVID-19 
pandemic (U.S. Department of Education, 2023). The 
funds provide schools and districts with an avenue to 
address key areas of need in support of their students, 
staff, families, and stakeholders. ESSER funds can be 
used for a wider range of purposes to support student 
academic achievement, including:

• Supporting academic recovery by accelerating 
learning to address learning loss

• Includes technologies for educational interactions 
between students and their classroom instructors

• Providing resources to implement afterschool 
programs and summer learning

• Providing professional development for teachers 

and staff to enhance their skills and improve 
instructional practices

• Providing instructional materials and supplies to 
enhance the learning experience

ESSER FUNDING
SUPPORTS MULTIPLE PURPOSES

Educational Technologies
Technology for educational 
interactions in the classroom

Learning Programs
Implement afterschool programs and 
summer learning
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Academic Recovery
Accelerate learning to address 
learning loss

Professional Development
Enhance teacher skills to improve 
instructional practices 

Instructional Materials
Provide materials to enhance the learning 
experience
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TAKE ACTION WITH P2C’S INNOVATIVE CAREER-
CONNECTED MATH CURRICULUM 

MAXIMIZING ESSER FUNDS: 

NS4ed LLC

Education Week’s, “Two Decades of Progress Nearly Gone: National Math, Reading Scores Hit 
Historic Lows,” released in October 2022, reported the pandemic has had a significant impact 
on student performance in math and reading. 

The report states that the average 
math and reading scores for fourth and 
eighth graders in the United States have 
dropped to their lowest level in more 
than 20 years. 

Data from the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) shows 
that in 2021, just 37 percent of fourth 
graders and 28 percent of eighth graders 
scored at or above the proficient level 
in math, compared to 40 percent and 
34 percent, respectively, in 2019, noting 
the pandemic has disproportionately 
impacted students from historically 
marginalized communities. 

The report further emphasizes the need 
for urgent action to address the learning 
loss caused by the pandemic, and 
suggests that innovative approaches, 
such as career-connected learning 
(CCL), as a solution to support student 
academic recovery. 
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A first-of-its kind 
approach to CCL



©2023 by NS4ed, LLC. All rights reserved.

Students across the nation continue to struggle with 
math, with many falling behind during the pandemic 
(WestEd, 2021). In response to this challenge, the 
U.S. Secretary of Education, Miguel Cardona, has 
called for a renewed focus on math education. 
He has urged educators to “redouble our efforts to 
prioritize math teaching and learning, to address the 
needs of students who have fallen behind, and to 
build back better in math education” (U.S. Department 
of Education, 2021).

The Pathway2Careers (P2C) math curriculum aligns 
with Secretary Cardona’s call to action, offering a 
comprehensive, standards-aligned approach to 
math instruction that helps students build strong 
foundational skills while exploring different career 
pathways. 

P2C math is designed to be engaging and relevant, 
with real-world examples and connections to 
different industries and career opportunities. The 
curriculum is also flexible and adaptable, providing 
educators with the tools they need to address the 
unique needs of their students and support academic 
recovery. 

Pathway2CareersTM career-connected curriculum 
supports academic recovery by accelerating 
learning and addressing learning loss. 
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Because when they see it. 

By implementing Pathway2Careers math, schools 
and districts can take an important step toward 
improving math achievement and supporting 
student success.

• The P2C curriculum provides students with 
innovative, high-quality, career-connected 
math instruction that helps them build a strong 
foundation of skills and explore different career 
paths.

• The P2C career-connected math curriculum 
is flexible and adaptable, providing school 
leaders with the resources they need to address 
the unique needs of their individual schools. 

• P2C career-connected math includes 
technologies for educational interactions 
between students and their classroom 

THEY CAN BE IT. 

instructor and for implementation in both in-
person and remote settings. 

• NS4ed offers resources to plan and implement 
the P2C curriculum during afterschool programs, 
intervention programs, and summer learning 
programs, helping schools to make the most of 
their ESSER funds. 

• NS4ed offers highly-quality, targeted, in-person 
and virtual professional development to ensure 
successful implementation and scalability of the 
P2C career-connected math curriculum. 

By implementing Pathway2Careers innovative math 
curriculum, you ensure students receive high-quality 
math instruction and career-connected resources 
that prepare them for success and support the 
development of the next generation of leaders. 
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“ Never in my 20 years of educational experience 
have my students experienced such in-depth 
career-focused math problems. 

WHY NS4ED

Exposes students to career opportunities

Career repository with wage data and growth 
trends

State-specific career cluster data

Tools focused on education needs that simplify 
labor market review and career exploration

Career-focused math curricula aligned with 
learning standards and connects learning to 
high-value careers

Math assessments powered by Quantile 
Framework for Mathematics

Math assessment results linked to career 
preparedness measures

Guided career exploration curriculum for grades 
6-12

Incorporates career readiness activities in 
everyday education practices with authentic, 
meaningful career connections

OTHER CAREER 
READINESS 
PROGRAMS



Contact Us

THE NS4ED COMMITMENT
Through our commitment to drive results, our partnerships have led us to building 
comprehensive career and college education solutions. We focus on solutions relevant 
to education practices and ensure a  seamless approach to support career readiness 
efforts in schools everywhere. Our innovative approach focuses on delivering the best 
possible solutions to support long-term student success. 

200 East Broadway, Suite 215
Maryville, TN 37804

hello@ns4ed.com
www.ns4ed.com

“ It really kept my 
students engaged. They 
were excited because it 
was something different 
and unique to them.
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